The Renaissance

Background

The Renaissance was a time of creativity and change in Europe. It was a rebirth of cultural and intellectual pursuits after the Middle Ages. The Renaissance produced a golden age with many achievements in art, literature, and science, but most importantly, it produced a new concept of how people thought of themselves, each other, and the world around them.   The Renaissance was centered in Italy during the 1300s, before spreading throughout Europe in the 1500 and 1600s.

Humanism

Humanism was an intellectual movement where people began to focus on life in the present, which was in contrast to the Middle Ages' focus on the after life.  Humanism stressed the importance of education, with the study of ancient Greek and Roman texts becoming the learning standard.  Humanism also stressed the importance of the individual.  This movement was the driving force of the Renaissance and is reflected in the period's artistic, literary, and scientific achievements.

Art & Architecture

Renaissance artists and architects produced some of the finest works in the entire world.   While religious art was still very prominent, new styles were developed.  Humanist ideas, and the concept of realism, were reflected in many art forms.   Artists such as Leonardo da Vinci studied anatomy, while others used live models to better catch the human form.  Artists also learned the rules of perspective allowing them to give their works a 3 dimensional appearance.

Artists

· Michelangelo
· Leonardo da Vinci

· Raphael

· Botticelli.

Literature

· William Shakespeare, Romeo & Juliet, Hamlet and 35 other plays

· Dante, The Divine Comedy
· Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote.

· Machiavelli, whose book The Prince is about a ruthless leader whose philosophy was “the ends justify the means.”

Technology

The most important technological innovation of the time was the printing press.  The technology to make this possible was introduced from China in the 1300s.  By the 1400s, movable type was being used in Europe as Johann Gutenberg began printing the Bible in everyday language.  Soon millions of books were in circulation.  This invention led to a higher literacy rate among people, and helped with the spreading of Renaissance ideas.

Scientific Revolution

The Scientific Revolution develops as an offshoot of the Renaissance.  The same spirit of inquiry that fueled the Renaissance, led scientists to question traditional beliefs about the workings of the universe.  One of the main ideas to come out of the Scientific Revolution was the use of the Scientific Method.   The Scientific Method uses observation and experimentation to explain theories on how the universe works.

Copernicus

 Nicolas Copernicus developed the heliocentric model of the universe.  This states that the sun is the center, and that the earth revolves around it.  Despite his calculations, many scholars disagree with his theories and continue to believe in the  geocentric model proposed by the ancient Greek  Ptolemy 1500 years earlier.

Galileo

Galileo continues Copernicus' work by observing the skies with a homemade  telescope.  Although he was able to prove Copernicus correct, the Church rejected his work and he was forced to recant (take back) or face execution.

Newton

Isaac Newton built upon the earlier work of Copernicus and Galileo and used mathematics to describe gravity as the force that keeps planets revolving around the sun.  He also explained that this same force is what causes objects to fall to earth.
